
Housing affordability and the draft Fairfield 

Neighbourhood Plan  
 

We heard that housing affordability is key concern for Fairfield residents, both now and in the future. Within a 

neighbourhood plan, there are only a small number of tools available to address housing affordability.  Most planning 

initiatives to create more affordable housing will be done through federal, provincial, regional or City-wide policies and 

regulations, and in partnership with housing organizations and the private sector. 

However, within the tools available, the draft neighbourhood plan proposes new Fairfield-specific housing policies 

including: 

• Supporting types of housing that tend to cost less per square foot than single detached homes such as new 

multi-unit buildings, townhouses, duplexes and “houseplexes”  

• Introducing rental suites in more types of housing, such as duplexes and small lot houses, to help owners with 

housing costs and add more rental units 

• Helping to retain older rental apartment buildings, an important source of relatively affordable market rental 

units, by designating a “rental rentention area” to discourage teardowns and require the retention or in-kind 

replacement of existing units 

• Identifying locations for additional housing density, if on-site affordable housing is provided [“bonus density”] 

• Directing financial contributions from new development to affordable housing (with the exception of urban 

villages, where contributions could also be directed to public space improvements) 

• More flexibility to add new units to existing housing, and discourage teardown of existing houses. Examples: 

allowing a secondary suite and a garden suite, or house with two suites, where the existing house is retained. 

• More housing near the downtown and frequent transit routes, to reduce household transportation costs. 

Several Citywide housing initiatives will complement the Fairfield-specific initiatives: 

• A City-wide inclusionary housing policy is under development (requirement for onsite affordable housing units 

in projects rezoned for higher densities)  

• The Market Rental Revitalization Study, currently underway, is developing policies, regulations and incentives 

to encourage the upgrading older rental buildings while minimizing impacts to tenants and preserving 

affordability 

• The Victoria Housing Strategy (2016 – 2025), with 25 actions to improve housing affordability in Victoria, is 

continuing implementation on schedule  

• The City’s Housing Reserve Fund provides financial support to develop new non-market housing  

What is affordable housing? 

Housing is considered “affordable” when it falls within the financial means of a household living in either market or non-market housing.  

Total costs for rent or mortgage plus taxes (including a 10% down payment), insurance and utilities should equal 30 percent or less of a 

household’s gross annual income.  Housing affordability is influenced by household income, and cost and supply of housing. Housing 

affordability is important for renters and owners alike. 

Many households find housing that meets their affordability needs in the private market – whether it is a single detached home, a 

townhouse, strata condominium or a rental unit. For others, affordability means non-market or near-market housing – housing that is 

secured through an agreement that limits its rent or resale price. 

Many policymakers recognize that housing affordability relates to the total cost of housing and transportation – so locating housing 

where households can live with fewer cars enhances overall affordability. 



Housing Affordability Policy and Tools: Who is Responsible for What? 

Federal Responsibility 

• National Housing Policy 

• National Housing Programs 

(e.g. affordable housing, 

financing etc) 

• National Housing Research 

and Innovation 

• National Building Code 

• Environmental Regulation 

• On-Reserve First Nations 

Housing 

• Mortgage Regulation and 

Mortgage Insurance 

• Monetary Policy and Interest 

Rates 

• Income and Capital Gains Tax 

• Property Tax 

• International and 

Interprovincial 

Environmental Regulation 

• Health 

• Immigration 

• Social Development 

• Public Land 

• Taxation 

• Funding, grants 

• Financing (infrastructure 

bank) 

• Monetary tools, Interest 

Rates 

 

 

Provincial Responsibility 

• Provincial Housing Policy 

• Provincial Housing Programs 

(homelessness, shelters, 

social housing) 

• Provincial Housing Research 

and Innovation 

• Provincial Building Code 

• Off-Reserve Aboriginal 

Housing 

• Builder Licensing/Home 

Warranty Insurance 

• Residential Tenancy and 

Rental Regulations 

• Legislation and regulation 

addressing forms of tenure 

(land title, condo/strata, co-

ops) 

• Income Tax 

• Property Tax 

• Industry Environmental 

Regulation 

• Health 

• Mental Health 

• Children and Family Services 

• Income Assistance, 

employment assistance 

• Land Use Regulations 

• Public Land 

• Financing ability (BCH) 

• Funding, grants 

• Covenants 

• Options to Purchase 

• Operating Agreements 

 

Municipal Responsibility 

• Rezoning and development 

approvals 

• Development Cost Charges 

• Community Amenity 

Contributions� 

• Density Bonusing� 

• Inclusionary Housing policies 

(affordable/ rental housing 

unit requirements) 

• Rental replacement policy� 

• Municipal land 

• Housing legal agreements (to 

secure housing contributions 

from new development) 

• Property tax exemptions 

• Managing/ tracking housing 

stock and housing 

production 

• Building and demolition 

permits 

• Building inspections 

• Bylaw enforcement 

 

� falls within the scope of a  

neighbourhood plan  

 

                                                

 

Community Organizations including non-profit organizations, shelter providers, non-profit housing corporations and 

housing advocates are responsible for the provision and operation of affordable housing – typically funded by the 

Province or other public funds, or charitable donations. Some community organizations are also responsible for the 

development of affordable housing, either on  

 

Private Sector, Development Agencies: responsible for the development of affordable housing, in partnership with 

community organizations or another agency. 


